UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

DEPARTMENT OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

General Notes to Students – Computer Science CSC3003S – 2009
1. CSC3002F and CSC3003S together constitute a major in Computer Science.  
The pre-requisites for CSC3003S are CSC2001F, CSC2002S and MAM1000W (or equivalent).
2. LECTURES: Mon-Fri, 2nd period, 2nd semester.  Venue: CS 2A, Computer Science Building

3. CLASS TESTS and EXAMINATIONS: 
Two class tests 9am in Jameson Hall (26th August, 9th October). One 3-hour examination in November.
4. MODULE 1: COMPILERS  (30 lectures, Mr Jason Brownbridge and Dr H Suleman)
The course is aimed at exposing students to the theory and practice of parsing and translating high level programming languages into executable code. Practical assignments will provide students with experience in designing and implementing fundamental compiler technologies.  
PRESCRIBED BOOK: “Modern Compiler Implementation in Java”, 2nd edition, Andrew W. Appel, Cambridge, ISBN: 0-521-82060-X.
MODULE 2: THEORY OF ALGORITHMS (30 lectures, Prof S Berman and Dr M Kuttel)
Algorithms are central to computing. This course categorizes algorithms according to their solution strategy and presents example problems and algorithmic solutions in each category. It also considers fundamental notions of algorithmic complexity and computability in a systematic way.
PRESCRIBED BOOK: “Introduction to the Design and Analysis of Algorithms”, Anany Levitin, Addison-Wesley, ISBN 0-201-74395-7.
5. COURSE REQUIREMENTS
a. Relative weightings:   Practical work, Class tests and Examination are weighted as follows:

Practical work
35% (weighted average of all pracs and assignments)
Class Tests
15%

Examination
50%

b. DP
>= 45% weighted average on Practical Work is required
c. Subminima required to pass the course:
>= 50% aggregate in the course as a whole; and
>= 45% weighted aggregate for the Class tests and Examination(s); and

>= 45% for the Practical Work.

d. RE-EXAMINATION:   Students who achieve between 45% and 49% may be re-examined by oral examination shortly after the exam period.  Students who do not arrive for such an oral examination at the time requested forfeit this second chance and cannot pass – please plan any travel accordingly.

6. MISSED CLASS TESTS
Any student who misses a class test for Medical or compassionate reasons will be required to rewrite the test or to do an oral.   It is the student’s responsibility to inform the Course Convenor as soon as possible & no later than 3 days after the test. A medical certificate signed by a medical doctor must be provided. In the case of compassionate reasons please discuss this with the Course Convenor. The re-test will be written within 2 weeks of the test.  In the case of an extended problem contact the Course Convenor.

7. PLAGIARISM
There is a zero tolerance policy to plagiarism (as well as any form of cheating).  In the case of a 1st offence in any Computer Science course, ALL parties will be given 0%. Further action may be taken.  For subsequent offences ALL parties will be given 0% and will be reported to the University Court for further discipline.  All work submitted must contain a statement by the student attesting that the work submitted is solely their work. (Even if such a statement is not submitted it will be assumed that the work submitted is solely that of the student concerned).  The work of others must be clearly identified and suitably referenced. Our plagiarism policy can be seen at http://www.cs.uct.ac.za/teaching/forms/Department_Plagiarism_Policy.pdf
Note: All the tuts will be submitted to an electronic marking system and checked against plagiarism detection scripts to deter copying.

8. SENIOR LABORATORY
The Senior laboratory is open 24 hours per day.  Staff are not on duty in the evenings nor over the weekend. Should the service go down during these periods we do not guarantee that that it will be up until the morning of the next working day.  While we will do our best to bring the system up as soon as possible do not rely on it during the evenings or over the weekend.  The Department  accepts  no  responsibility for delays arising from students using equipment outside the Department and no extensions will be granted in such cases.

9. COLLOQUIA

The CS Department holds regular lunchtime colloquia where outside speakers & members of staff give presentations on various topics of interest. You are encouraged to attend.  To receive notifications of talks, join the mailing list at http://www.cs.uct.ac.za/mailman/listinfo/seminar.
10. DEALING with DIFFICULTIES
a. Queries relating to tutorials and practicals should be referred to the Teaching Assistant.
b. Technical queries should be e-mailed to: help@cs.uct.ac.za  Include copies of the error message and as many other relevant details as possible.

c. Issues relating to some specific module should in the first instance be taken up with the lecturer concerned, then if necessary with the Course Convenor.
d. All other queries should be addressed to the Course Convenor, Dr Hanh Le.
e. Class representatives are elected by student vote. Class representatives meet formally with the Department twice per semester.   Class representatives can be asked to raise any issue with the TA, Lecturer or Course Convenor on your behalf.
f. Please use the Vula course website to check regularly for notices and discussions relating to practicals, tests and exams.  Do not get personal - disrespectful postings are a serious offence.
11. PRACTICAL WORK
Compilers: Assignments form an integral & important part of the course.  The handin information relating to each assignment will be specified individually. Generally the handin time is 9h00 on the day specified.  A non-plagiarism statement must accompany every piece of work submitted.  The handin is only considered complete when all aspects of the work have been handed in. The handin time of the last piece of work determines the handin time of the entire work.  Electronic submissions must be sent to Vula in a single zip file with your student number/name and the tut number/name included in the file name, so that it is distinguishable from other submissions.  Do not assume you submitted correctly - check your submission was indeed uploaded. Late work will incur a 10% penalty per day.  No handins are accepted on weekends or holidays.  Work that is more than 5 days late will not be accepted. If  ill, a medical certificate is required.  It must be signed by a medical doctor, and state which days you were unable to work.

Theory of Algorithms: There will be one 3-hour closed practical each week – i.e. the problem is received and solved under test/exam conditions within the 3-hour slot. Afternoons will be chosen in consultation with the class; if necessary, two alternative afternoons will be made available and then students will be asked to sign up for one of these.  Students must be prepared to do these either in the Shuttleworth Lab or in the Senior Lab.  The first such prac is a practice one, not part of the class record.
PRACTICAL WORK SCHEDULE FOR CSC3003S
	Tut 
	Tutorial
	Start
	End
	Handin (09h00)
	Marked by
	Guaranteed  Marked by

	1
	Compilers 1
	Mon 27-07-09
	Thu 06-08-09
	Fri 07-08-09
	Fri 21-08-09
	Fri 28-08-09

	2
	Compilers 2
	Fri 07-08-09
	Thu 13-08-09
	Fri 14-08-09
	Fri 28-08-09
	Fri 04-09-09

	3
	Compilers 3
	Fri 14-08-09
	Thu 20-08-09
	Fri 21-08-09
	Fri 04-09-09
	Fri 11-09-09

	4
	Compilers 4
	Fri 21-08-09
	Thu 27-08-09
	Fri 28-08-09
	Fri 11-09-09
	Fri 18-09-09

	5
	Compilers 5
	Fri 28-08-09
	Thu 03-09-09
	Fri 04-09-09
	Fri 25-09-09
	Fri  02-10-09

	6
	Compilers 6
	Fri 04-09-09
	Thu 17-09-09
	Fri 18-09-09
	Fri 02-10-09
	Fri  09-10-09

	7
	Theory of Algs 0 - 5 (Algs-0 is not for marks)
	Mon 07-09-09
	 Fri 16-10-09
	Weekly 3-hour closed pracs
	Automated marking
	End of each week


12. Teaching Assistant: Hayley Mc Intosh,  email: mcnhay001@uct.ac.za 
13. Course convenor:  Dr Hanh Le, Room 307, Computer Science Building.  
E-mail: hanh@cs.uct.ac.za

